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This course offers students an introduction to South Korea’s political history and a review

of major contemporary issues in Korean politics. It begins with the political debates of the |
ate Joseon dynasty and colonial eras, then shifts to cover the development of political insti
tutions in South Korea after its establishment in 1948 as well as the history of Korean demo
cratization. Following a review of this political history, a series of classes ask how the pre

Course
Description

vious authoritarian era of Korean politics continues to influence the current democratic era.
Additionally, students will learn the basics of the current Korean political system and revie
w current political debates such as the power of chaebol in Korena politics, regionalism, a
nd gender politics.
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—Students will garner a basic understanding of Korean political history
Course Goals =Students will garner a basic understanding of the current Korean political system
=Students will garner a basic understanding of current issues in Korean politics

In addition to achieving the stated goals, students will improve their writing skills through t
Projected Result he three blog post assignments and have an opportunity to pursue their own interests relat
S ed to Korean politics to satisfy their own personal goals and satisfy their personal interest
S.
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review
Syllabus
Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments
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S
13 Civil Society and Protests e,
14 Popular Culture and Politics ze,
15 Final Exam ze,

Methods of Grading
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1 Mid—tem Exam 25%
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6 Presentations & Discussions 10%
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This course is in English.
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